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Flight brings in 10m 
face masks for NHS

A PLANE carrying ten million 
face masks and other vital pieces 
of personal protective equipment 
(PPE) has landed in Scotland – 
as hospitals in England fear they 
could run out.

The charter flight from China 
touched down at Glasgow Prestwick  
Airport, Ayrshire, on Saturday with  
supplies destined for front line NHS 
Scotland staff amid ‘unprece-
dented demand’ resulting from 
the Covid-19 pandemic.

The plane, operated by Air Bridge 
Cargo, also brought infusion 
pumps for use in intensive care 
units and virus collecting kits for 
health board laboratories.

Trade minister Ivan McKee said: 
‘We will be focusing the distribu-
tion of these supplies to health  
and social care settings over the 
coming days. In these incredibly 
challenging times, the Scottish 
Government will continue to do all 
it can to make health and social 
care staff feel as safe as possible in 
their workplace.’ 

The Scottish Government says it 

has delivered more than 50million 
pieces of PPE to hospitals over the 
past seven weeks.

It has also been reported that 
GPs were issued with eight weeks’ 
supply on March 30.

Jim Miller, director of procure-
ment at NHS department National 
Services Scotland (NSS), which 
will distribute the equipment,  
said: ‘This delivery is the result of 
a painstaking collective effort 
involving multiple partners work-
ing together.’

The development comes after 
the Mail reported on Saturday 
that nurses said they still lacked 
access to the PPE they needed, 

with a survey finding almost half 
feel pressured to do without. 

The survey by the Royal College 
of Nursing in Scotland of nearly 
1,500 members found concerns 
were putting staff under extra 

Turkey was delayed. Medical  
bodies said the shortages mean 
doctors could be forced to choose 
between exposing themselves to 
the virus or ‘letting a patient die 
on their watch’. 

Organisations representing 
intensive care doctors have 
pledged to support members who 
decide to down their tools due to 
safety concerns.

UK Health Secretary Matt  
Hancock admitted on Friday that 
medical gowns could run out 
within days, and new guidance was 
issued telling staff to consider 
reusing some PPE in England.

NHS chiefs say they had pinned 

their hopes on the delivery of 84 
tons of equipment from Turkey  
to ‘avert an absolute crisis over  
the weekend’.

The RAF flight carrying the sup-
plies was due to land in Britain 
yesterday morning – but it was 
delayed for at least 24 hours, mean-
ing some hospitals in England 
could run out today.

Yesterday, a joint statement from 
the Faculty of Intensive Care Med-
icine, Intensive Care Society, the 
Association of Anaesthetists and 
the Royal College of Anaesthetists 
said members should ‘carefully 
evaluate the risks’ when deciding 
whether or not to treat patients.

By John Paul Breslin

Flytipping up as 
waste sites shut

Dumped: Tiles and window parts on a Lanarkshire road
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THE closure of tips and recycling centres has 
resulted in a spate of fly-tipping.

It is thought many people are using their 
spare time in lockdown to carry out home and 
garden makeovers, creating more rubbish.

On top of that, people are dumping items 
outside closed charity shops – building pave-
ment mountains of clothes and bric-a-brac.

The problems are emerging at the same time 
as many councils have cut waste collections.

Harry Fone of the TaxPayers’ Alliance said: 
‘Frontline services like waste disposal are the 
sort of thing councils should be prioritising.’

Many councils have recorded problems with 
flytipping. North Ayrshire Council recently 
tweeted that it had issued 26 fines.

Steven Heddle of local authority body Cosla 
said dealing with fly-tipping ‘takes resources 
away from life-saving frontline services’.

By John Paul Breslin

‘feel as safe  
as possible’

pressure, and they felt they were 
not being properly supported. 

Meanwhile, hospitals in England 
are on the brink of running out of 
some PPE supplies after a delivery 
of 400,000 protective gowns from 

Ugly: Overflowing bins and tyres are blight on landscape

A total mess: 
Tyres and 
pieces of 
wood are 
left by the 
roadside
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Couple’s £8m home near Elton
THE Duke and Duchess of Sussex are 
renting an £8million mansion near Sir 
Elton John’s home in Los Angeles, it 
was reported yesterday.

They are said to be living in a gated 
community which is protected by two 
guarded checkpoints. Their house, 
which has a swimming pool, gym and 
landscaped gardens, is understood to 
be a temporary residence while the 
couple look for a permanent home.

Harry and Meghan are friends with 
Sir Elton, 73, and his husband David 
Furnish, 57, whose Californian home is 

in Beverly Hills. Entertainment web-
site TMZ said the Sussexes have been 
looking at homes worth up to £14mil-
lion in neighbouring Bel Air.

A source told The Sun that Meghan 
and Harry have been home-hunting 
for months but have yet to find some-
where to bring up their son Archie.

‘The market is dive-bombing at the 
moment so a permanent move seems 
some time away,’ the source said.

The couple left the UK for Canada 
last year before moving to California 
last month, just before lockdown.

Fury as Harry 
says crisis in 
UK is ‘better 
than we’re 
led to believe’
– as he swans 
around L.A.

outrageous!

PRINCE Harry has claimed that 
the fallout from the coronavirus 
crisis in Britain is better than 
the public is being told.

Speaking from his new home in Los 
Angeles, the Duke of Sussex said the 
situation in this country is ‘better 
than we are led to believe through 
certain corners of the media’.

However, one British medical expert 
said Harry’s comments were ‘outra-
geous’ and another said the prince sim-
ply ‘hasn’t seen all the evidence’.

The duke spoke about the pandemic 
during an interview with former British 
soldier Michael Coates for a podcast 
called Declassified.

He said: ‘I want to say a huge thank 
you, as we all do, to the NHS workers 
and everybody that’s volunteering. 
Because up and down the UK, there are 
literally hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple volunteering. It’s such a wonderfully 
British thing.’

The duke, who has been handing out 
food to the needy with his wife Meghan 
in LA for the Project Angel Food charity, 
said he was ‘incredibly proud’ of the vol-
unteers who have displayed the ‘very 
best of human spirit’.

But he then took a swipe at the media 
by suggesting that some news channels 
have been exaggerating the negative 
impact of coronavirus on the UK.

‘I think things are better than we’re led 
to believe through certain corners of the 
media,’ Harry said.

‘It can be very worrying when you’re 
sitting there and the only information 
you are getting is from certain news 
channels. But if you are on the right 
platforms you can really sense this 

human spirit coming to the forefront. 
I’m just so incredibly proud to see what 
these individuals up and down the 
 country and across the world are doing 
on a day-to-day basis. What has 
 happened, especially in the UK, shows 
the very best of human spirit.’

During the interview, he congratulated 
Captain Tom Moore, the 99-year-old 
British war veteran who has raised more 

than £26million for NHS charities. But 
Harry’s comments surrounding the 
reporting of the state of the UK in the 
current lockdown period alarmed 
 clinicians. Professor Karol Sikora, who 
has led antibody tests and is a former 
No 10 adviser, said: ‘I think these remarks 
are outrageous. 

‘As for the media, I really don’t under-
stand what Harry’s beef is. Journalists 

have been reporting the facts and have 
been doing great work in holding the Gov-
ernment to account. The media has also 
championed the NHS and become a key 
ally of doctors, nurses and key workers. 
They should be applauded, not vilified.’

Nadra Ahmed, of the National Care 
Association, suggested Harry ‘hasn’t 
seen all the evidence’. She told The Sun 
that care staff are suffering mental 
anguish, adding: ‘Some of the things I 
have heard are harrowing.’

Harry, 35, has been delivering meals to 
Aids sufferers and the chronically ill in LA 
with Meghan, 38. Project Angel Food 
director Richard Ayoub said he had 
intended to keep their philanthropic work 
secret until it ‘somehow’ leaked out.

There have been suggestions that the 
couple’s Hollywood PR firm Sunshine 
Sachs may have leaked the news to 
 portray them in a positive light.
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‘Reporting  
the facts’

Masked: Harry out and about in Los Angeles

Food  
deliveries: 
Meghan in 
LA last 
week

£355m Posh wants our cash for her fashion label staff
By Mario LedwithVICTORIA Beckham is seeking taxpayer 

help to pay dozens of staff at her fashion 
label during the coronavirus crisis.

The move by one half of a celebrity  
couple with a fortune estimated at 
£355million is likely to cost the public 
purse tens of thousands of pounds.

Up to 30 of the 120 staff at her loss-making 
label have been placed on furlough, mean-
ing the Government will pay up to 80 per 
cent of their salary up to £2,500 per month. 

The former pop star,  who i s  
married to ex-footballer David, is thought 
to be supplementing the rest of their pay 
voluntarily and is giving up her own salary.

Mrs Beckham’s flagship Mayfair store, 
which normally sells £2,000 dresses and 
£1,000 handbags, has been closed due to 
the lockdown.

However her request for public money 

was described as ‘extremely regrettable’ 
by Tory MP Tom Hunt given the ‘many  
selfless acts we are seeing across the 
country every single day’.

He added: ‘It’s ill-advised when she has 

millions in the bank.’ Mrs Beckham has 
insisted her label is not a ‘vanity project’ 
despite losses of £12.3million last year.

She is staying with her husband and their 
four children at their £6million Cotswold 
mansion for the lockdown and celebrated 
her 46th birthday there last Friday.

A spokesman for Mrs Beckham said the 
use of the furlough scheme was a bid to 
protect staff ‘during this unsettled time by 
keeping our business healthy’.
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