
A COP has been charged
with drink-driving after
colleagues stopped him
travelling the wrong way
down a dual carriageway.

The 38-year-old was
halted on the A66 near
Middlesbrough just before
midnight on Tuesday.

The cop, from Billing-
ham, Co Durham, is due
to appear before Teesside
magistrates next month.

It is understood that he
was off-duty at the time.

lDAMON Clark, 34, of
Chopwell, near Gates-

head, was jailed for try-
ing to break into a cop
car in front of officers in
Consett, Co Durham.

Cop road 
drink rap

 EXCLUSIVE
by SARAH RIDLEY

A LAW firm has sus-
pended two employees
over claims that a dozen
female staff were groped
at their Christmas party.

Around 60 employees
of Plexus Law attended
the bash at the Malmai-
son Hotel in Manchester.

But around 12 women
were sexually harassed, it
is claimed. One had her
breasts groped and
another was told by an
older married member of
staff: “The things I could
do to you,” it was said.

A source added: “There
was unwanted sexual
touching of a woman’s
breasts, unwanted sexual
touching of a number of
women’s buttocks, kissing
of their necks and other
body parts.”

It was alleged that one
man told a woman, “I
want to f*** you”, and
another asked: “How do
you like to be f*****?”

Plexus Law said two
staff had been suspended
pending an investigation.

Women
‘groped’
at party

Venue . . . Malmaison
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3,000 BLAZES
EXCLUSIVE by BEN GRIFFITHS

WASHING machines
made by Whirlpool are
linked to almost 3,000
fires over the past
decade, we can reveal.

The figure could be far
higher as appliances are
often destroyed in blazes.

No one has been charged
despite deaths and injuries
and campaigners have called
for a public inquiry.

Our team analysed London
Fire Brigade and Home
Office figures.

Whirlpool, which made
£140million profit last year,
has apologised for previous
scandals. It disputes claims
that a Hotpoint fridge-
freezer may have
caused the Gren-
fell Tower blaze
which killed 72
people in North
Kensington, West
London, in 2017.

Just days ago,
it urged custom-
ers not to use
519,000 Hotpoint
and Indesit appliances due
to a faulty door mechanism.

An electrical fault inside
the door of a Hotpoint
tumble-dryer caused a blaze
which killed Bernard Hender,
19, and Doug McTavish, 39, in
Conwy, North Wales, in 2014.

Labour MP Andy Slaughter
has accused Whirlpool of the
“biggest product safety scan-
dal in modern times”. Lawyer
Thomas Jervis, above, who
represents victims, called for
a public inquiry into the cor-
poration’s product safety.

Whirlpool said the Home
Office had advised that the
accuracy of Fire and Rescue
Service incident data “could
not be guaranteed and should
not be relied upon to make
judgments about particular
appliance makes or models”.

ben.griffiths@the-sun.co.uk
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GRENFELL TOWER
Inferno linked to faulty fridge freezer

Danger fear . . an Indesit 
dryer and, left, fire 

victims Doug McTavish 
and Bernard Hender

— ANDY SLAUGHTER MP
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