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MADELEINE McCann
suspect Christian
Brueckner befriended a
British mum who said:
“His eyes chilled me to
the bone.”

Terrified Angie Dawes,
then 32, said the German
creeped her out after
arriving at her remote Por-
tuguese village where he
lodged with her parents.

He began work as a waiter
at a restaurant near where her
family lived — just a month
after Madeleine’s disappearance
in 2007.

Angie’s father soon became
concerned about his disturbing
behaviour — and the serial sex
offender’s habit of silently leer-
ing at his daughter.

She recalled: “I met him at
my parents’ house. Even
though he was polite, on every
occasion he was weird.

“He was memorable to look
at. The blond hair with strik-
ing blue eyes.

“But he would just stare at
me in a sleazy way for a min-
ute or two without saying a
word and not release his gaze.

“It was bizarre and made me
feel very uncomfortable. His
eyes chilled me to the bone.”

Angie, now a mum of one,
also said he later tried to track
her down on social media.

She shuddered: “To think I
was around this guy just
weeks after Maddie disap-
peared makes me sick to my
stomach.

“It’s absolutely horrible to be
associated with him.

“He even tracked me down
on Facebook. I can’t even
think about it now without
breaking down.

“He would send messages
asking me about my family.”

Brueckner claimed he was
homeless after first meeting
Angie’s family in Foral, Silves
— around 40 miles from the
McCanns’ holiday apartment in
Praia da Luz on the Algarve.

They knew nothing about his
history of child sex abuse — as
well as the rape and torture of
a 72-year-old American woman
two years earlier.

But his sleazy manner did
not go unnoticed.

Angie recalled: “Dad made a
comment about how he must
like me. 

“It was summer time and I’d
be wearing summer clothes.
He was enjoying looking at me
dressed like that by the way
he would just stare me down.

“The situation was stranger
because not much was ever
said between us.

“He wasn’t very talkative —
just, ‘Hello’ and ‘How are
you?’. Dad was trying to
lighten the mood which the
guy had made awkward and
intense with his leering.

“I would never let myself be
left alone with him. I’d always
make sure dad was there.”

She said he later contacted
her online, adding: “He mes-
saged but I wasn’t interested. 

“I had seen enough to estab-
lish there wasn’t something
quite right.”

Angie’s disclosures shed new
light on Brueckner’s move-
ments in the wake of Made-
leine’s disappearance.

Witnesses said he spent a
number of weeks in Foral, but
locals say police have never
quizzed anyone in the area or
carried out any searches.

Brueckner was introduced to
Angie’s family by the manager
of the ramshackle restaurant
where he worked — a German
known as Titania.

The paedophile insisted on
being called Chris by Angie
and her family.

He would often park his dis-
tinctive VW camper van near

Brueckner would eventually
confide in Angie’s father about
a troubled childhood — includ-
ing how his own dad would
savagely beat him.

He told them he later went
to stay with his grandfather —
but he died a few years later.

Brueckner was already bur-
gling houses and the death
kicked off his nomad lifestyle.

He suddenly fled from Ger-
many, a trick he would repeat
later in life. 

Angie recalled of his stay in
2007: “Later that summer he

just disappeared one day —
never to be seen again. He left
the solar panels in the back
garden.” 

She was reminded of the
weirdo again following last
week’s international police
appeal. She said: “His face is
all over the news and now he’s
the prime suspect in the Mad-
die case. It’s heartbreaking.”

Brueckner also traded drugs
for sex with young girls at
Algarve raves around the time
of Madeleine’s disappearance, it
was revealed yesterday. A
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me to the bone

POLICE’S
ERRORS
IN HUNT

By MICHAEL HAMILTON and NICK OWENS

BRITISH cops alerted Portuguese detect-
ives to a possible sighting of Madeleine
McCann in a German-registered VW van
three weeks after she disappeared.

Officers sent a memo marked “urgent” explain-
ing how a witness believed they had spotted her
at a named restaurant near Valencia, Spain.

The witness said she left with a man in a VW
with German plates and asked for details of the
owner. Two weeks later, they asked again for the
tip to be traced but
archived files seen by
The Sun on Sunday
show no follow-up.

German cops have
seized the VW camper
van that suspect Chris-
tian Brueckner, 43, was
living in two miles
from Praia da Luz —
where Madeleine went
missing in 2007.

The files also contain
a report by a witness
who saw a “strange”
man matching Brueck-
ner’s description loiter-
ing near apartment 5A
two weeks before Madeleine was taken. 

Another tourist reported seeing a suspicious
man with a van of the type Brueckner drove.

Two restaurant workers revealed how a man
was “hanging around” for days in the run-up to
Madeleine vanishing. British cops also sent
another “urgent” request imploring the Portuguese
to investigate two German paedophiles.

The findings, which come after we reviewed
25,000 pages of files into Madeleine’s disappear-
ance, also show that Portuguese cops failed to
secure the crime scene or set up roadblocks.

Vanished . . . Madeleine

Haunted . . . bereft parents Kate and Jerry in 2012

COPS’ TV APPEAL 
TIP-OFF IGNORED

A BLUNDER by Ger-
man cops let Madeleine
McCann murder sus-
pect Christian Brueck-
ner dodge a probe as
far back as 2013.

Police received a tip-
off that the serial sex
predator was involved
in Madeleine’s disap-
pearance after an
appeal by British police
on German TV.

A report was pre-
pared for the Federal

Criminal Police Office
— Germany’s FBI equiv-
alent — by local police
in Braunschweig after
the tip-off was received.

But nothing was done
and the report ignored.

Scotland Yard had
appealed to European
tourists who might have
been in Portugal when
Madeleine vanished.

The appeal received
more than 500 calls.

Leering gaze 
. . . serial sex 

offender 
Brueckner 

their house and sleep in it
with his ferocious dog. The
German would do odd jobs in
exchange for meals and show-
ers at Angie’s family’s gated
£200,000 home.

On one occasion, career
criminal Brueckner arrived
with around 20 solar panels
stacked up in his van.

They were worth thousands
but Brueckner would not say
where they had come from.

He tried flogging them to
Angie’s family but they guessed
they were stolen and declined.
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female partygoer recognised him
from last week’s media coverage
— and his distinctive camper
van.

She said he was a familiar
face at drug-fuelled bashes in
woods near the hippy village of
Barao de Sao Joao, a 20-minute
drive from Praia da Luz.

The woman said she always
thought the blond, blue-eyed
pervert was English — and she
revealed he hung around with a
lookalike accomplice. 

She said of Brueckner’s sex-
for-drugs deals: “It was a sort

of payment in kind. He gave the
girls weed and other things they
wanted and in exchange they
gave him sex because they
didn’t have money to pay for
the drugs. That was the way
they did things.”

The woman, wearing a mask
and speaking anonymously to
Portuguese TV, said of his pal:
“I thought the other man was a
brother or a friend.

“Both were tall and both were
blond-haired.

“One had blue eyes and the
other had green eyes. I thought

both of them were English until
I found out now one was Ger-
man. I always assumed they
were English because I always
heard them speaking in English.

“I immediately knew the new
Madeleine McCann suspect was
him when I saw the camper
van on TV. It was the one he
used. The last time I saw him
was in 2007 shortly before
Madeleine vanished.”

Brueckner allegedly confessed
to his part in Madeleine’s
abduction to a pal while watch-
ing a TV report on the 10th

anniversary of her disappear-
ance in 2017. He is currently
serving a seven-year sentence in
Germany for the 2005 OAP rape.

His criminal record is loaded
with 17 convictions including
child sex abuse in 1994 when he
was just 17.

It also emerged last night
Brueckner served two prison
terms in Portugal and was freed
five months before Madeleine
disappeared. Reports also linked
him to an assault in 2016 and
sex abuse in 2017 near Silves.

ben.leo@the-sun.co.uk
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