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matter of life and death

Caring: Barbara Sage PA

First Marie 
Curie nurse 
dies of virus

A MARIE CURIE nurse who has 
died was hailed as ‘a beautiful 
person’ with ‘an absolute 
passion’ for her work.

Barbara Sage, from Bromley, 
south-east London, worked in 
palliative care more than 40 
years and as a Marie Curie 
nurse for 14. The 68-year-old, 
who died in intensive care, 
was the first Marie Curie 
nurse to die from coronavirus. 
It is not known if she was 
infected while at work.

Marie Curie chief executive 
Matthew Reed told BBC 
Breakfast: ‘It was a deep, 
deep pain for her family, that 
Barbara had been there to 
hold the hands of so many 
people as they had died, that 
they weren’t able to be there 
to hold her hand as she died.’

Honour tragic workers 
with minute’s silence
UNIONS are calling for a minute’s 
silence for the health and care 
workers and other key staff who 
have died of coronavirus.

Unison, the Royal College of 
Nursing (RCN) and the Royal 
College of Midwives – who 
together represent more than a 
million NHS and public service 
workers – back the nationwide 
tribute at 11am next Tuesday. 

RCN head Donna Kinnair said: 
‘We’ve become used to a great 
roar on a Thursday night for key 
workers. This respectful silence 
will be a poignant reminder of the 
risks they run to keep us safe.’

‘everyone is doing tHeir bit...               i’m part of sometHing magnificent’

Battle 
scarred: 
Mrs Morrell 
after taking 
off PPE 
(right). With 
husband 
Martin and 
children 
Nathan and 
Millie (left) 
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more drug dealers caught as lockdown exposes them
DRUG dealers are finding it hard to peddle their wares as they stick out on the 
streets during the lockdown. There have been ‘far more’ arrests because the 
criminals have become so conspicuous, said Det Supt Jo Banks, of Sussex 
Police. There has also been a drop in ‘cuckooing’, where dealers take over the 
homes of vulnerable people. Three suspects, aged between 21 and 22, were 
arrested last week at a flat in Bexhill where £23,000 of cannabis was found.

harry: Crisis 
not as bad as 
we’re being 
led to think

PRINCE HARRY has been criticised by a  
leading medical scientist for claiming 
the UK’s coronavirus crisis is not as bad 
as the public are being told. 

 The Duke of Sussex, 35, told a military 
community podcast that things here are 
‘better than we are led to believe through 
 certain corners of the media’. 

It came as the duke – currently with 
wife Meghan in Los Angeles – also praised 
Capt Tom Moore, 99, who has raised 
more than £26million for the NHS.

Interviewed for the Declassified podcast, 
Harry said: ‘I think what has happened, 
especially in the UK, is the very best of 
the human spirit and it’s proving  things 
are better than we are led to believe 
through certain corners of the media.

‘Certainly when you’re in isolation it 
can be very worrying when the only 
information you’re getting is from certain 
news channels.’ But Prof Karol Sikora, a 

former member of the Department of 
Health’s Expert Advisory Group on can-
cer, told The Sun: ‘I think these remarks 
are outrageous.

‘As for the media, I really don’t under-
stand what Harry’s beef is.’ He added 
journalists ‘have been doing great work 
in holding the government to account’.  

Nadra Ahmed, of the National Care 
Association, suggested Harry ‘hasn’t seen 
all the evidence’.  The prince also praised 
the ‘wonderful’ response by volunteers.

by JOEL TAyLOR

 Protection:  
 Harry and  
 Meghan wear  
 masks as  
 they deliver  
 meals to  
 people in  
 need in LA 
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and his top team came under fire as The 
Sunday Times claimed that dithering 
and complacency had led to ‘many 
thousands’ of extra deaths. 

And the British Medical Association 
said doctors would be ‘devastated’ by 
the hold-up with the PPE, which has 
been lacking throughout the crisis.  

Dr Chaand Nagpaul, BMA council 
chair, said: ‘This really is a matter of life 
and death. In what is an incredibly chal-
lenging time, doctors and healthcare 
staff should feel as equipped and sup-
ported, as they need to be able to deliver 
care for patients. Instead, they are left 
fearful for their own health and safety 
– this is shameful.’ 

The communities secretary Robert 
Jenrick had boasted about the PPE 
delivery on Saturday, calling it a ‘very 
significant additional shipment’. The 

delay in Turkey was because it was not 
ready rather than any transport 
problems on the UK side, 
sources told Sky News.

And education secretary 
Gavin Williamson told the 
daily Downing Street press 
briefing: ‘We hope to see that 
coming into the coun-
try tomorrow.’

The NHS Con-
federation’s Niall 
Dickson said that  

delivery today ‘may be enough to avert 
an absolute crisis’ but did not solve the 
longer term problem.

‘This is very serious and makes a dif-
ficult situation worse,’ he said after the 
virus has killed at least 50 NHS staff. 

‘It would have been better had the 
government not made the announce-
ment in the first place – we know ship-
ments in this supply chain are unrelia-
ble and, even when they do arrive, they 
are not always what is expected.

‘In future, the NHS will expect 
announcements when supplies 
have arrived, not promises about 
what may or may not be delivered.’
A string of alleged failures were 

highlighted in the damning 
Sunday Times report.

These included the 
government sending 
a large shipment of 

PPE to China in 

» Continued from page 1 

InTEnSIVE care staff nurse Joanne Morrell’s face has become symbolic of the 
painful toll of wearing protective masks for long periods. The 47-year-old, 
from Huddersfield, tells the Press Association what life is like right now.
n What was a normal working day 
before coronavirus?
We would go into work to start our shifts 
ordinarily at seven in the morning or 
seven at night and finish at half past 
seven. We go into handover for patients 
on the ward and then we get allocated 
one patient.

It’s very close intensive care 
monitoring, so if your patient is on a 
ventilator it’s hourly observations or 
sometimes more depending on how 
unwell the patient is.
n How has that changed now?
We can’t hand over in the same way 
because we’ve got a lot more patients. 
Now we’re looking after more patients 
per staff nurse because of the increase in 
numbers. Ordinarily, you’d go for a break 
at lunchtime but we’re having to take 
shorter breaks, just so you can get a rest 
from wearing the protective equipment.

We have to wear it at all times when we 
are around a suspected coronavirus case 
or a confirmed case. You have to wear the 
long gown, the gloves and the face mask, 
visors and a hair cover. Oh gosh, it’s so 
uncomfortable.

You get very warm because you’re 
wearing basically a long plastic bag all 
around you. It is uncomfortable. 

However, it’s a small price to pay to be 
able to look after people and protect 
ourselves as well.
n What’s it like being involved in the 
fight against coronavirus?
It’s like a sense of pride. In the NHS, you 
do feel like you’re part of something quite 
magnificent anyway. I’ve always been 

immensely proud to be a nurse and 
immensely proud to work for the NHS and 
the trust that I work in – Calderdale and 
Huddersfield – but even more so now.
n It feels like we are all one big massive 
family, all working together to help. 
How is it affecting you?
More anxiety than usual. Definitely more 
emotional than usual. I’m a lot more 
sensitive to things – more tearful than 
I’ve ever been. But the nature of our job 
is that we see people at their very worst 
and we see people die, it’s just 
heightened.
n How are you coping with the 
increased stress?
I walk my dogs on my days off. It’s my 
one daily activity with my husband and 
two children, who are amazing. They’re at 
home and they’re waiting for me when I 
get in. They’re very supportive and listen 
to me when I just need to talk or we just 
watch movies and things to try and relax 
when I get that time.
n Who do you think the heroes of this 
pandemic are?
Absolutely everybody who is doing their 
bit, and that includes people who are 
staying at home. I was talking to my 
neighbour, who is in her 70s, and she 
said: ‘I don’t feel like I can do anything.’ I 
said: ‘But what you are doing is amazing 
because even though you don’t see it, 
staying at home and socially distancing 
is literally saving people’s lives.’
n What do you make of the public’s 
support for the nHS?
It’s absolutely incredible. I know that the 
general public do appreciate the NHS but 
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‘Thousands’ may have 
died in nursing homes
THOUSANDS more people are 
estimated to have died in care 
homes from the virus than official 
figures show.

Industry body the National Care 
Forum found 299 confirmed or 
suspected Covid-19 deaths at 47 
homes in the week to April 13, 
and 102 in March. When scaled 
up, it estimated about 4,000 had 
died across the UK.

Executive director Vic Rayner 
urged the government to provide 
more equipment, warning: ‘We 
are overlooking how this crisis is 
playing out in other settings 
(than hospitals), which are there 
to protect those who are most 
vulnerable.’ 

Care England said the toll could 
be as high as 7,500. Public Health 
England said 3,084 care homes in 
England had seen outbreaks by 
April 15. The Office for National 
Statistics recorded 217 care home 
deaths connected to the virus up 
until April 3.

Vaccine not a given but 
prospects ‘very good’
NO ONE can be ‘completely 
certain’ a Covid-19 vaccine will be 
found but the prospects are ‘very 
good’, a scientist leading a team 
trying to develop one has said.

Sarah Gilbert, professor of 
vaccinology at Oxford University, 
revealed she hopes to begin 
clinical trials next week.

She told the BBC: ‘By the time 
we have all the approvals for the 
vaccine ready, we should have a 
good pool of volunteers to draw 
from and we should be able to 
get going quite quickly.’

Trials of another drug 
developed at Oxford are ready to 
begin now, with 550 healthy 18- 
to 55-year-olds signed up to take 
part in the Jenner Institute and 
Oxford Vaccine Group tests.

Government adviser Sir Jeremy 
Farrar told Sky News he hoped a 
vaccine would be available 
‘towards the end of this year’ but 
it could take longer to make sure 
it works for everyone.

‘eVeryone is doing Their biT...               i’m parT of someThing magnificenT’

Pride in the NHS: Nurse Joanne Morrell 

12million ‘to 
be jobless or 
on furlough’ 
this summer
UP TO 12million people will be fur-
loughed or unemployed in the coming 
months – with the burden falling on 
the low-paid, a think tank warns.

From today, the job retention scheme 
(JRS) allows firms hit by the lockdown 
to suspend workers while the govern-
ment pays 80 per cent of their wages. 

Unemployment is expected to hit 
3.4million this summer, and the Reso-
lution Foundation predicts 8.3million 
will also be furloughed – meaning a 
third of the workforce will be idle.

Report author Daniel Tomlinson said: 
‘The JRS is what stands between Brit-
ain experiencing high unemployment 
over the coming months, and cata-
strophic depression-era levels of long-
term joblessness.

‘The priority from today is for the 
government to process claims as 
quickly as possible so that the millions 
of firms relying on it get the financial 
support they need.

‘But it is striking that some of the 
hardest hit sectors are the ones with 
the lowest paid employees.’

The report suggests almost 40 per 
cent of furloughed workers could be in 

the low-paid hospitality and retail sec-
tors, with just four per cent in finance 
and insurance.

But many have been laid off already 
with 1.4million new claims for univer-
sal credit in the past four weeks.

The JRS was extended last week to 
cover the four months between the 
start of March and the start of July.

The Treasury originally thought 
3million employees would be fur-
loughed at a cost of £10billion.

It now believes the cost will be 
£42billion in the first three months, 
with 8.3million people being paid.

Ministers have warned it could be 
autumn before restrictions are lifted 
on some sectors, including hospitality 
and leisure.

The Resolution Foundation has called 
for the scheme to be extended to part-
time workers to prevent them being 
laid off.

‘The scheme’s higher-than-expected 
scale means that the JRS is now central 
to both combating and understanding 
this crisis,’ said Mr Tomlinson.

by DOMINIC YEATMAN

Dosh and Becks... Victoria 
claims bailout for 30 staff

VICTORIA BECKHAM has furloughed 
30 staff at her struggling VB fashion 
business. 

The news came as she joined 
husband David to introduce pal Sir 
Elton John performing ‘I’m Still 
Standing’ for the ‘One World: Together 
at Home’ charity extravaganza.

The couple are together worth an 
estimated £33�million and recently 
bought a £17million penthouse in 
Miami, according to reports.

Victoria’s spokesperson told the Mail 
On Sunday she has opted to access the 
scheme for two months ‘so far’ and will 
top up employees’ pay herself with an 
‘enhanced package’. Her decision to use 
taxpayers’ money to bail out her staff 
was criticised by Tory MP Tom Hunt, 
who said: ‘It is extremely regrettable 

that a prominent figure in the fashion 
world has taken this step, given the 
many selfless acts we are seeing across 
the country every day.’

The Beckhams are self-isolating at 
their Cotswolds home with children 
Romeo, Harper and Cruz – eldest son 
Brooklyn is in the US.  On Saturday’s 
One World, former Posh Spice, Victoria, 
�6, praised ‘healthcare workers all 
around the world who are working so 
so hard leaving their families to go to 
work to protect us and their children’.

Husband David, ��, added: ‘If there’s 
any silver lining to come from this 
situation it’s to spend time together as 
a family and for that we are grateful. 

‘There are people out there risking 
their lives to keep us all safe... we 
want to say a massive thank you.’

Charity begins at home: The Beckhams appear on ‘One World’ broadcast GETTy

February and Mr Johnson (pictured) 
missing the first five emergency Cobra 
meetings about the virus. 

The PM was said to have been dis-
tracted by his private life – including his 
divorce from wife Marina Wheeler and 
engagement to his pregnant girlfriend 

Carrie Symonds. A senior No.10 adviser 
told the newspaper: ‘Boris didn’t chair 
any meetings. He liked his country 
breaks. He didn’t work weekends.

‘There was a sense that he didn’t do 
crisis planning. It was like people feared 
he would be.’ Responding to the claims, 

Cabinet Office minister Michael Gove 
said: ‘All governments make mistakes, 
including our own.’ 

But he said Mr Johnson had thrown his 
‘heart and soul’ into fighting the virus – 
and pointed out most Cobra meetings 
were held without the PM.

‘The idea that the prime minister 
skipped meetings I think is grotesque,’ 
he said on Sky News’s Sophy Ridge On 
Sunday programme.

There was more bad news as the 
National Care Forum said the virus death  
toll would probably be at least 4,000 
higher if deaths in care homes were 
taken into account. 

However, there was a glimmer of light 
as the Nightingale Hospital discharged 
its first Covid-19 patients. 

The two men were applauded by staff 
as they left after successful treatment at 
the emergency facility, created in nine 
days at the ExCel centre in London.

I think it’s their way now, because a lot of 
people feel they can’t do anything. It’s 
their way to show they appreciate us.

We have had so much food and drink 
given and donated by amazing people to 
keep us going on shift, which is just 
amazing. 

It is very much appreciated. And the 
clapping is just magnificent.

On the last two Thursdays I got home at 
exactly the time that all my neighbours 
were out clapping and it was just 
overwhelming. 

It was really wonderful.

BRITAIN led the world when it came to getting ready 
for the coronavirus crisis, the deputy chief medical officer 
has claimed, despite shortages of ventilators and PPE.

Dr Jenny Harries told the daily No.10 press briefing the UK 
was ‘an international exemplar in preparedness’, blaming 
the perceived lack of equipment on ‘huge demand’. She 
also denied the premise Germany’s much lower reported 
death rate was due to its greater testing capacity. 

But former World Health Organization director Anthony 
Costello said he could not ‘believe what he was hearing’, 
adding that, if they didn’t understand the links between 
testing and death rates, both Dr Harries and her boss – 
chief medical officer Prof Chris Whitty – should resign.

■

‘Prepared’:  
Dr Jenny Harries


